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MHBEBJECT: VALIDITY OF US PASSPORTS FOR TRAVEL TO NORTH KOREA 

1. DURING AUGUST 21 DISCUSSION WITH POLCOUNS, DIRECTOR 

OF MOFA AMERICAN AFFAIRS BUREAU YI SANG-OK RAISED QUESTION 
OF PROVISO STAMPED IN US PASSPORTS NOTIFYING BEARER THAT 
PASSPORT NOT VALID FOR TRAVEL TO NORTH KOREA, CUBA, AND 
NORTH VIETNAM. YI SAID THAT IT WAS ROKG UNDERSTANDING 
THIS NOTICE MIGHT BE DISCONTINUED AFTER SEPTEMBER 17. 

WHILE HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT NOTICE PRESENTED NO LEGAL 
BARRIERS TO US TRAVEL TO NORTH KOREA, HE SAID THAT REMOVAL 
OF NOTICE MIGHT BE MISTAKEN BY SOME AND PLAYED UP BY 
PYONGYANG AS SIGN OF TACIT US ACCEPTANCE OF NORTH KOREAN 
REGIME. THIS COULD BE DAMAGING TO ROK CAUSE DURING UN DEBATE 
ON KOREAN QUESTION. YI ALSO SAID THAT SUCH MOVE 
MIGHT ENCOURAGE NORTH KOREANS TO INVITE KOREANS RE- 
SIDENT IN THE US TO PYONGYANG IN AN EFFORT TO ESTABLISH 
A PRO-PYONGYANG GROUP SUCH AS EXISTED IN JAPAN. 

2. YI NOTED THAT AMBASSADOR HAHM WOULD BE CALLING AT 
THE DEPARTMENT TO DISCUSS ISSUE ALONG SIMILAR LINES. 

POLCOUNS SAID THAT, IN ANY EVENT, HE WOULD CONVEY YI'S 
CONCERNS TO DEPARTMENT. 

ERICSON 
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